
The Whitchurch CE Federation  

The Independent Me – English: Writing and Spelling  

 “A word after a word after a word is power.”  Margaret Atwood 

“You can make anything by writing.” C.S. Lewis 

 

Intent 

At The Whitchurch Church of England Federation, we strive for all our pupils to develop a love of writing and an understanding of where this can 

transport them educationally, culturally and globally in their future endeavours. Through the Independent Me, the children will develop: vivid 

imaginations to engage the reader; the ability to write fluently and with interesting detail; a highly developed vocabulary and well-organised 

and presented writing so they can express themselves in a sophisticated and mature way.   

 

Implementation 

From Reception to year 6, we use the award winning ‘Pathways to Write’ to deliver writing lessons. Pathways to Write is a proven methodology 

built around units of work which develop vocabulary, reading and writing skills through the mastery approach. All units of work are linked to a 

high quality text to ensure engaging and purposeful English lessons. Effective teaching strategies provide challenge and application of mastery 

keys for greater depth pupils. Teachers model age-related skills, promote vocabulary development, promote oracy through discussion and 

develop pupils’ editing skills. 

Handwriting 

In EYFS, letter formation is taught through Read, Write Inc. When children are ready in year 1, they move to pre-cursive using the scheme 

Letterjoin. By the end of year 2, children will have developed an effective cursive hand. Handwriting refinement continues through KS2, 

targeting areas for improvement and progressing to pupils writing in a handwriting pen before they leave the Federation. 

 

 

 



Spelling 

In EYFS, children learn to spell through Read, Write Inc. In year 1, Children develop their spelling knowledge and skills through Read, Write Inc 

and Pathways to Write.  

From Year 2 onwards, pupils are taught spelling through ‘Pathways to Spell.’  

In order to facilitate effective learning, pupils will be taught to spell in a number of ways 

The following principles guide the Pathways to Spell approach to teaching spelling:  

 

• We are determined that children become excited and fascinated by words through investigation of patterns and links between words  

• Spoken language underpins all the lessons – talk, exploration, play, hypothesising and experimenting is the foundation of the programme  

• Collaborative learning is valued and encouraged  

• As children learn to spell in different ways, the programme ensures that pupils have the opportunity to learn through a repertoire of  

   multi- sensory approaches  

• Repetition of rules and patterns year on year is key to developing spelling knowledge in the long-term memory, with key elements reviewed  

   each week.   

 

Impact 

The intended impact of the writing curriculum is that all children by the end of year 6 possess excellent skills in transcription, spelling and 

grammar so they can communicate effectively, creatively and imaginatively to a wide range of audiences. Pupils will make good progress from 

their own personal starting points. Our pupils will acquire a wide vocabulary through Word Aware and have a strong command of the written 

word. Most importantly, they will develop a love of writing and be well equipped for the rest of their education opening up a wealth of interests 

and career opportunities. 


